MINISTRY OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND INDUSTRY

MEDIA RELEASE

“MITI MINISTER CONTINUES TO SECURE PARTNERSHIPS IN ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE”

SEATTLE, UNITED STATES - In the third leg of the trade and investment mission to
the United States (US), International Trade and Industry Minister Datuk Darell Leiking
met with key companies around Seattle.

Darell met with Microsoft Corporation which further cemented stronger partnership
between MIMOS, an agency under MITI and Microsoft through the establishment of
“Centre of Artificial Intelligence for Future Industry (CAIFI)”. The Centre complements
Malaysia’s National Policy on Industry 4.0. A separate joint media release was issued
by MIMOS and Microsoft.

In a networking event with the Pacific Northwest Aerospace Alliance, Darell also met
with 18 key players which included Fortune 500 companies in the aerospace industry.
Separately, Darell also met with a cloud computing partner in exploring future
opportunities for collaboration.

Earlier in New York, Darell was interviewed by Bloomberg Television’s Daybreak Asia
and CNN’s Quest Means Business. In addition, Darell also had editorial meetings with
the New York Times’ Chief Executive Officer and Wall Street Journal’s Editor-in-Chief,
touching on various issues including trade between Malaysia and the US, global
economic situation and Malaysia’s view on US-China trade friction.

Separately, Darell also continued his engagements with key companies based in the
US and Canada which are in the theme park, aviation and financial services sectors.

In 2018, the US remained as Malaysia’s top trading nation in North America region and
Malaysia’s third largest trading partner in the world at RM155.68 billion (USD38.57
billion, 8.3% share of Malaysia’s total trade).

In term of implemented projects, the US remains as the second largest investors in
Malaysia in sectors such as electric and electronics, medical devices, renewable
energy and aerospace valued at RM74.01 billion (USD21.86 billion). Malaysian
companies have successfully ventured in the US in diverse sectors from entertainment
and resort, oleo-chemical, industrial packaging, furniture to banking reaching over
USD14 billion.
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For further enquiries you may contact:

Bilateral Economic and Trade Relations Division
Ministry of International Trade and Industry (MITI)
Level 21, Menara MITI

No. 7, Jalan Sultan Haji Ahmad Shah

50480 Kuala Lumpur,

MALAYSIA

Telephone Number: (603) 6200 2401
Facsimile Number : (603) 6206 2645

About MITI

MITI is the key driver in making Malaysia the preferred destination for quality investments and enhancing the
nation's rising status as a globally competitive trading nation. Its objectives and roles are oriented towards
ensuring Malaysia’s rapid economic development and help achieve the country's stated goal of becoming a
developed nation by 2020.
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